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"Since you ask me," Po-chueh said, "I will certainly go,
and I have no doubt we shall manage it to-day."
They drank more wine, then Ying Po-chueh said he must
not drink too much so early in the day. Ch'ang Chih-chieh
pressed him to drink still one more cup, then he paid for the
wine and they came out together and went to Hsi-men's
house.
It was the beginning of autumn and a pleasant wind was
blowing from the west, Hsi-men Ch'ing had been going to
one party after another and was beginning to feel the strain.
This day he had been invited by Eunuch Chou but he excused
himself and did not go. Instead, he went to the garden with
the Moon Lady, Tower of Jade, Golden Lotus, and the Lady
of the Vase. They enjoyed the flowers and were afl very happy
together.
Ch'ang Chih-chieh and Ying Po-chueh were delighted to
find Hsi-men at home. They went to the hall and sat there
for a long time but there was no sign of Hsi-m6n Ch'ing*
Shu T'ung and Hua T'ung came in with a large chest filled
with silken clothes. As they passed, they shouted: "We've
been carrying these things half a day and^we're nowhere near
finished yet." Po-chueh asked them where Hsi-men Ch'ing
was.
"He is amusing himself in the garden," Shu T'ung said.
"Then may I trouble you to tell him we are here?"
The two boys went on with their chest. After a while Shu
T'ung came out again and said: "Father says, will you wait
a moment and he will be with you," They waited and, at
last, Hsi-mdn came to them. They bowed to him and sat
down.
"Brother," Po-chueh said, "you have been drinking much
wine these last few days and you must be very busy. What
are you doing at home to-day?"
"Since I saw you last," Hsi-mfen Ch'ing said, "I have had
invitations every day. I have been drinking too much and I'm
tired of it. To-day I ought to have gone to another party but
I made some excuse for not going."
"I have just seen a chest full of clothes," Po-chiieh said.
"Where have they come from?"
"It is nearly autumn," Hsi-mgn Ch'ing said, "and we must

